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NEWS Pete Fornatale, a legendary FM disc
jockey on WNEW in New York, author amid, el Wit Pl
R I T k JOC ) ) ? N Comafructon
ealty Taxes and rock historian, has helped define il
Hampton Daze Classic Rock for 40 years. He doesn't -
Realty Takes waffle when asked to name the Ol I_ TA N KS
On The Beat greatest albums of all time: Sergeant [ g e
— Peppers by The Beatles, Pet Sounds by i | iy
Obituaries B
: The Beach Boys, and Bookends by R e~ Bomed Evirvamentsl Services fuc.
Photo Galleries Simon and Garfunkel, which, not
Blogs coincidentally, is the title of his new ‘ ]
ADVERTISING book. (click for larger version)
SLAIEDIIEE Fornatale calls the three albums the Holy Trinity of rock music.
Archives
Staff His writing style is similar to his on-air personality: he lets the music do
: the talking. There's no rumor mongering in Bookends, no chapters
Submit a Letter - . .
— devoted to who was sleeping with whom, no sordid tales of drug use.
Media Kit
Contact Us "That stuff is totally uninteresting," said Fornatale. "In the end, they
Simon and Garfunkel] will be remembered not for the women they slept | r— =
Weather [ ) . 4 AT ) T T
— with or the drugs they used. They will be remembered for the music they WEBER & GRAHN
Movie Listings made. "Bookends, now 40 years old, "is still relevant. A great work of art Air Conditioning & Heating
- speaks to future generations. The parallels between 1968 and 2008 are | SERVICE | INSTALLATIONS
amazing. Furnaces « Heat Pumps « Humadifiers
Ironically, though, the Beatles, Simon and Garfunkel and The Beach Boys T TR L Bast o Foc e Rt
made completely different sounding records. "They were very |
competitive," said Fornatale. "They were playing a game of '‘can you top 728-1 166

this? The rivalries were an invitation to work harder." For example,
"Dylan went from protest songs to surrealistic poet to rock star in one

year. The Beatles saluted The Beach Boys with their song 'Back In the U.S. Extras
S.R."™ #* e-mail this article link to a
friend
= i "In Paul's [Simon] case he always had his ear to the ground. He listened to # |etter to the editor about this
| what was popular but he took it and made it original and groundbreaking. article

As the audience grew they wanted something meatier. The growth in

L * print this article
Site Search rock and roll between 1956 and 1966 was amazing.

. . . Site Search
Fornatale thinks some of the best rock music ever made was composed in
Search among: response to the British Invasion, what he called the "take America back
® editorial movement." In the forefront, along with Simon and Garfunkel, was The Search among:
O calendar Beach Boys' maniacal genius, Brian Wilson. ® editorial
O classifieds " was reviled for playing The Beach Boys. We were supposed to be O calendar
playing the so-called 'cool' music. They were in low regard." Ultimately, O classifieds
the music was discovered by a new generation, and it continues to stand Search
up today.

Fornatale fondly recalls his early days as a disc jockey at WNEW. The
country was in open revolt, the backlash against the Vietnam War
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